
Gulf of Maine Area Program

Gulf of Maine Area includes
Georges Bank and adjacent Slope Sea, 

and the New England Seamounts



The Census of Marine Life is a growing globalThe Census of Marine Life is a growing global
network of researchers in more than 70network of researchers in more than 70
nations engaged in a tennations engaged in a ten--year initiative toyear initiative to
assess and explain the diversity, distribution,assess and explain the diversity, distribution,
and abundance of marine life in the oceansand abundance of marine life in the oceans
-- past, present, and futurepast, present, and future..



Census of Marine LifeCensus of Marine Life

•• What lived in the oceans?What lived in the oceans?
•• What lives in the oceans?What lives in the oceans?
•• What will live in the oceans? What will live in the oceans? 



Census of Marine Life projects around the globe 



Gulf of Maine Area ProgramGulf of Maine Area Program

Gulf of Maine selected as Gulf of Maine selected as 
the the ecosystem pilotecosystem pilot
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First Official First Official GoMAGoMA Census Count: Census Count: 
3,323 Species3,323 Species
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OverOver--Arching Goals Arching Goals 

1 1 -- increase knowledge of the patterns and increase knowledge of the patterns and 
roles of biodiversity in the Gulf of Maine roles of biodiversity in the Gulf of Maine 
area; and area; and 

2 2 -- construct a framework that enables construct a framework that enables 
ecosystemecosystem--based approaches to based approaches to 
management (EAM)management (EAM)



Known, Unknown, UnknowableKnown, Unknown, Unknowable

Accept that there aren’t enough resources to Accept that there aren’t enough resources to 
convert all that is unknown to the knownconvert all that is unknown to the known

Accept that uncertainty and change Accept that uncertainty and change –– the the 
unknowable unknowable –– is central to dynamic marine is central to dynamic marine 
ecosystemsecosystems

But narrow the gaps in knowledge and underBut narrow the gaps in knowledge and under--
standing sufficiently to enable sciencestanding sufficiently to enable science--based based 
policy decisions (i.e., EBM)policy decisions (i.e., EBM)



“Science is a privilege, not a right...

One of the ways we earn that privilege is by 
communicating results.”

Jesse Ausubel, Program Director 
International Census of Marine Life

Frankfurt, Germany November 2005



How do we meet these lofty goals?

Get scientists and managers talking:
•Gulf of Maine Ocean Data Partnership
•Working Groups
•Conferences Centralize data and knowledge:

•OBIS
•Dynamic Atlas
•Metadata Clearinghouses (GCMD)

Share Results and Interpretations:
•Traditional (Pubs, Conferences)
•Media
•Website
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Under construction

WHAT!!!!???
No Education Tab!!!???
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Conclusion:

http://www.usm.maine.edu/gulfofmaine-census/

Nick Wolff: nwolff@usm.maine.edu
Suzy Ryan: sryan@usm.maine.edu


