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Telling Your Story: Ocean Scientists in the K-12 Classroom
Telling Your Story (TYS)
and Ocean Literacy

What Does TYS Offer?
• a one-day workshop at a university or research institution for
teachers and marine researchers where they can meet and
form partnerships to promote ocean literacy and to inspire
the next generation of marine researchers

The ocean is crucially important to the health of Planet Earth,
yet public understanding of the ocean is superficial.

• guidelines for how teachers and scientists can
collaborate to plan successful visits

Telling Your Story (TYS), a program of COSEE-New England,
helps scientists and teachers increase ocean literacy by
preparing them to create exciting K-12 classroom encounters in
which scientists share the stories of their research, their careers,
their institutions, and the crucial importance of the world’s
ocean.

• tips on effective communication which makes visits to classrooms inspirational, motivating, and informative for students
• help with evaluating classroom visits
• staff support for the teacher-scientist collaborations as they
develop

TYS helps scientists and teachers utilize the ancient art of story
telling to engage students with ocean science, technology
and research through direct interaction with a visiting ocean
scientist.

• support for possible long term collaborations and extended
interactions between teachers and scientists

Who Benefits?
• Marine scientists, engineers, and technologists learn to
construct stories that communicate their research and passion
for the ocean.
• Classroom teachers connect with scientists and learn how to
plan a successful visit.
• Students learn about the challenges and excitement of ocean
research through first-hand contact with an ocean scientist.
• Administrators learn how their school’s collaboration with
ocean scientists can invigorate teachers and increase students’
engagement, understanding, and achievement in science.
A Scientist in a Classroom

• Education and outreach staff learn how TYS can be a
powerful addition to their outreach efforts as they help
scientists achieve broader impact in public education.

What Stories Do Scientists Tell?
• their own journey to becoming a scientist (How did I get
here?)

Evaluation of TYS

• the significance of their research (Why is this worth doing?)

More than 70 New England marine researchers have participated in a TYS workshop. They report that the workshops helped
them gain

• their workplaces, including the institution, the lab, the ship,
and the co-workers. (How do we do this work?)

• new ideas, skills and techniques for developing a presentation
• new ideas for engaging students through well-told stories;

Learn More and Get Involved

• an increased confidence that they have something important
to share;

If you would like to learn more about TYS or explore having
a TYS workshop at your institution, contact:

• a greater appreciation for the importance and benefits of
pre-planning with the teacher;

Harold McWilliams, Senior Project Director
TERC, 617-873-9673, Harold_mcwilliams@terc.edu or

• increased motivation for visiting a classroom; and greater
confidence in doing so.

Pam DiBona, COSEE-NE Manager
617-973-6566, pdibona@neaq.org
TERC
2067 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA 02140
Web site: http://www.cosee-ne.net/edu_project_3/index.php

Telling Your Story was designed by TERC (www.terc.edu) and is a
program of COSEE-New England (http://www.cosee-ne.net), funded
by the National Science Foundation (www.nsf.gov).
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