
Identification of Common Marine Plankton
Key

1. Amphipod

2. Copepod

3. Nauplii

4. Comb jelly

5. Brittle star Larva

6. Gastropod Larva

7. Zoea larva of crab

8. Megalops larva of 
crab

9. Exoskeleton of 
Barnacle molt

10. Ostracod

11. Small jellyfish

12. Tintinnid

13. Fish Larva

14. Diatoms

15. Dinoflagellates

16. Cladoceran & 
cladoceran larva

2.
1. 3.

4.
6.

5.

9.8.
7.

10. 11. 12.

13.
14a.

b.
b.15a.

16a. b.
c.

Copyright 2005 Juanita Urban-Rich (UMASS Boston).
Developed for The Center for Ocean Sciences Education Excellence-New England (COSEE-NE). This 
material may only be used for personal or educational uses. Commercial or for-profit uses of this 
material are prohibited without the written permission of Juanita Urban-Rich. This material is based on 
work supported by the National Science Foundation under Grant No. 0215456. Any opinions, findings 
and conclusions or recommendations expressed in this material are those of the author(s) and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the National Science Foundation.

Note: Drawings are not to scale


